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Idont want © = £ You Just- you all 
to fight you, N? know how to handle 
Logan. You asked a yourselves. 
me to teach 
you some 


Then how Nue 


are you going EN 1 
to learn some = 
moves? 


Tve never 
hit anyone 


т thought N 
the Danger 
You got Я Room was for Please. 
the wings. You practice. ! You were- you 
can always fly а . ) were out for 


I wasn't going 
to, I wasn't 
going to. 


It's called | Ч 
VA] practice. You Not good 
е need it. news. 


Todayı 
find myself 
in an almost 
indescribably 
complicated 
situation-- 


And you, 
Xavier, are in the Y 
center of it. 


You might 
want to ask your 
kids to step 
outside. 


Thave nothing to hide 
from my students, 
General Fury. 


My Black Ops 
at S.H.l.E.L.D. have 
been running an 
underground Intel 
search to find out 
who was behind 
Wolverine's recent 
run-in with renegade 
Weapon X soldiers 
and why. 


We don't have 
much... 


But what we do 
have is reason to 
believe that a 
faction of the 
government's 
highest echelon 
wholeheartediy 
thinks that you, 
Charles, are using 
your mutant 
psuchic power to 
manipulate the 
President's 
thoughts and 
actions. 


And they 
believe that 
is why he, the 
President, is 

now on the 
pro-mutant 

bandwagon. 


I know you are not. 
manipulating people, 
Charles. 


Куси were 
I'm sure I'dbe 
very high on 

your list. 


And if you were 
manipulating 


me Idoubt 


I Would find 
myself as 
angry at you 
as Loften 
do. 


We have to 
believe that theu, 
now, have decided that. 
they will do whatever is 
necessary to counter 
you, the public mutant 
menace.. 


(As they 
see it.) 


I believe you are 
an innocent in this, 
Charles. 


But, it seems, 
other, more paranoid, 
more mutant-phobic 
people in our government 

do believe it. 


And having 
gotten a taste 
of their violent 

reactionary 
attitude towards 

Wolverine. 


Or worse yet, 1 
would send them 
back into hiding. 


And we 
would be 
where we 
are now-- 


Not 
knowing who, 
where or whe 


If I1 knew 

I would be 
here to tell 
you that the 
problem is 

solved. 
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I thought 
you didn't 
trust me, 
General. 


Ihave 
some good 
guesses, but, 
understand 
this. 


These are 
high-ranking 
government 
officials and 
even higher- 

ranking members 
of our armed 
forces. 


Tjust don't like 
you as a person. 


But I know 

what you want 

in this world and 
т know where 
you stand. 


Icannot, 
in any way, 
accuse 
these men 
without 
proof. 


Are 
you all 
right? 


Without 
proof, ЕТ 
even hinted an 
accusation... #1 
even pointed 
а pinky.. 


I could be 
decommissioned... 


Detained 
maybe... 


Even put 
to a court- 
martial for 

treason. 


The hypocrisy... 


Sometimes 
it just gets 
alittle hard 
to breathe. 


The President is 
about to announce his 
new mutant education 

campaign. 


He has 
hand-selected 
a group of young 
mutants to be the 
spokespeople for 
his agenda. 


The campaign 
will be led by a 
schoolteacher 
from Chicago-- 
name of Emma 

Frost. 


And if you are shocked that you, 
a prominent mutant educator, do 
not know about the President's 
plan... don't be. 


Iam out of 
the loop on 
this but... 


I do know that the 
President's group of 
young mutants will 
include one of your 

-X-students, one 
It was created specifically my trainees, 
to distance his presidency from and... 
you and the X-Men without 
turning tail on the mutant 
agenda. 


He knows 
he has enemies. 
He's not stupid. 


My brother 
Henry x doing what? 
McCoy is 
one of them, brother? 4 He is 
yes. а опе of the 
Your President's 
brother. new 
My tants. 
brother? P fU 


My brother 
and I-- we 
don't really What do 
speak-- you want 
from us, 
General? 


Icannot confront У Nor canIalert the Nor can I move my men into 
the men I believe President without position to protect the President 
tobeathreatto alerting them. without alerting them. 

the President. ым 


тат also not allowed, The President is holding an 
legally, to enlist you and outdoor press conference on 
your X-Men to do anything the steps of the Capitol building 
to help... because you to announce this new mutant 
ivilians. agenda... 


Iwholeheartediy believe But Icannot tell Icannot tell you that if 
that his safety and the you this without what happened to Wolverine 
safety of these young, breaching is any indication of what is 

new mutants is at protocol. going tohappentothe 
great risk. President... 


And these 
young, untrained 
mutants... 4 


„on 
television. 
„infront 
of the world 
media... 


Icannot 
tell you any 
of this and my 
hands are 
tied... What 
So, my are your 
question to plans? 
you, Charles, М 
is... 


"We must learn 
to live together 
as brothers or 
perish together 
as fools.” 


Martin 

Luther King, Jr. ij 
said that. 

He also said: 

a JJ "The good neighbor 2 

looks beyond the 


external accidents 


and discerns those 
Ínner qualities that 
make all men human 


Andit's y 
and, therefore, these words that -" 
inspire me to pursue 4 
what must be this country's 
д future towards 
MENS | 上 j mutant/human 1 know in my i 2 d 
*. 3 relations. heart that this 
country can come 
together, as it has £ 
done dozens of I Through A 
3 \ times before... J understanding, 
compassion... 
And most of all, 
education. 
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And she, in turn, 

has introduced me 

to these fine young 

men and women with Şi 
whom I share the 


great steps of our ps 
Capitol today. | 
Theu are 
theface of 
our future. 
They are 
mutants. 


They are young 
men and women 


their diversity into 
stories of personal 
strength and 
perseverance. 


Mr. President, ip 
get down! 


3 Y Repeat, Eagle is 
Р; 5 compromised!! 7 
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It'll grow 


back! Just J 
get me up | 


Don't 
worry about 
д me, Jean! Get 
to the steps. 
М. Save the-- 


Jean, help а 
me оп the steps. f 
Professor, we / 
need to... 
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Hello, everybody! 
Welcome back to the second 
Ultimate X-Men Letters Page 
ever! This Is Assistant Editor 
Nick Lowe here with you 
again (| got out of the 
hospital just yesterday from 
last letters page's shooting). 
If you thought the last one had lots of surprises, wait 
until you read this one! We'll be looking at letters 
from both #40 and #41. Here we go! 


ISSUE #40 


Does Ultimate Wolverine like bacon? In the 
regular Marvel Universe | don't think he's ever eaten 
bacon, and | found that odd, him being a Canadian 
and all, 

PS. Congrats Eric, hope she says yes! 


Actually Ultimate Wolverine is a vegan. How 
else do you think a World War Il vet could look as 
good as he does? 

The Eric he is talking about is a gentleman who 
proposed to his girlfriend last letters page. More on 
this later... 


1 just got done reading issue #40, and all | have to 
say is thank you! Finally there is more than one page 
with Storm on it. | was beginning to think you'd forgot 
about the beautiful and powerful weather witch. 
Please tell me that this love triangle between 
Henry/Ororo/Warren isn't a cruel joke! I'm sick to 
death of the guys fighting over the beloved Jean ;) 

Lindsey Douglas 
Myrtle Beach, SC 


Well, now that you've read this issue, | think 
that triangle is out of the question. 


Dear Ultimate X-Men, 

Just put down issue #40 and I think David Finch's 
art just gets better with every issue! The expressions 
on Angel's and Storm's faces when they were 
conversing on that cliff conveyed more emotion than 
1 ever had thought was possible in a comic! Oh, and 
Bendis is fairly decent as well..hehe. 

But on to the topic at hand. Ever since the first 
time | looked at the credits to an Ultimate Marvel 
book, there's been one question eating away at my 
brain like an alien symbiote, Is Editor Ralph Macchio 
who | think he is? And if so, does he answer to Daniel- 
san? 

Excelsior! 
Patrick Guaschino 


He is the one and only Ralph Macchio...He 
answers to nearly anything, but responds much 
quicker to expletives. 


| just finished reading Ultimate X-Men #40 and 
after over 20 years of reading comics | had to Write 
that this is an excellent issue, I've always seen the X- 
Men as similar to the African American soldiers or the 
Nisei soldiers in WW2. People who were persecuted 
for being born but willing to die for their country. 
Willing to die for people who hated them. The X-Men 
have moved away from exploring that aspect of 
themselves until this issue. The X-School is also 
similar to universities and schools established for 
African Americans where they can come together and 
not feel like they are out of place. | like how Storm and 
Angel's conversation reflected this. The protest in this 
issue is reminiscent of the recent protests outside a 
school for gay students in NYC. Please do more 
stories examining the personal issues teenagers like 
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these encounter and not just the world-shattering 
fights. 
Roland Shum 


Thanks for the kind words, Roland. 
And now for something completely different... 


Dear Mr Finch, 

When "Ultimate X-Men" is next set in 
cooler/colder months, please keep in mind that 
button-down vests are very attractive [Even the open 
‘ones aren't bad -- | seem to recall a "TV Guide" page 
on the topic of the hotness of men in vests). For 
instance, | normally think dark brown suits are very 
boring, but a few weeks ago | was able to purchase 
that "X-Men & Clan Destine" two-parter. That warm 
brown vest and red tie he was wearing did wonders 
for Prof. X's brown suit and [bleah] tan shirt. ROWF! 

Thank you. 

Ann Nichols 
Sierra Vista, AZ 


Duly noted, Ann. 

Now for some letters on one of our most 
controversial issues of Ullimate X-Men. We 
received more letters on this issue than any we've 
put out. 


ISSUE 41 


Hello, 

T had to write about the most INCREDIBLE comic 
1 have ever read since | started collecting at 14 years 
of age (l'm 43). The Mutant/Human issue has always 
been an emotional one for me, being able to relate 
(Um Black) 

The book affected me for hours; even provoked 
me to shed a few tears for the young man’s decision, 
for the Professor and for Wolverine, who was sent to 
carry out the deed. 

There have been great stories in comic history, 
but this, in my opinion, is the best. A simple story that 
brought home what humans fear most and how a 
gene can destroy another life. 

Thanks to Bendis, Finch, Thibert and everyone 
involved with this book. 


Hubert Tyrelle 
Charlotte, NC 


First off let me get out of the way the stuff you 
must hear every day. | am a long time reader and love 
the books you produce and own a great many of them. 
Having said that, | have been very much enjoying the 
Ultimate X-Men books and today drove 30 miles out 
of my way to pick up Ultimate X-Men 41 New Mutants: 
Part 2 from the not-so-local comic book store. Once | 
got home | read it and all | could say was “wow. | have 
never read a story with such power. In all honesty, | 
thought there might be another page stuck tothe back 
cover and until was sure there wasn't, it didn't quite 
sink in what had happened. As unlikely as it is to read 
something new in comics, | have never before seen 
something like what you have done here. Logan was 
possibly the only X-Man Professor X could trust to do 
what was done, | am happy to know that in my own 
small way | contribute to the salaries of the people 
that come up with such truly amazing and honest 
stories. Marvel Comics and more importantly Mr, 
Bendis have my deepest gratitude and thanks for 
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being able to put to page such a 
defining story in the life of a 
character that is perhaps too 
often characterized as not much 
more than an animal 

‚Again | thank you and hope 
for a long run and many more 
good stories ahead. 
‘Adam Weinstein 


Dear Mr Bendis, Mr. Macchio, and Mr. Quesada, 
Now, normally, I'm not one of those people who 
write in to complain about a comic book and how it's 
written. Especially not by Mr. Bendis, who | consider 
to be one of the finest writers to come along in 
decades. | love his work and the fresh new face he has 
helped to put on comics. However, this issue was 
different, and | hope | am wrong about it all, because 
otherwise, I'll be even more upset than | am now. The 
resolution of this book was wrong. | don't know if 
that's the slant I'm supposed to get from it or not, but 
its wrong. Is Xavier supposed to be evil now? Does 
the end justity the means? Killing an innocent boy 
who mistakenly caused the deaths of hundreds of 
people is supposed to be the "right" thing to do? | 
understand that the shock value was important and 
that it made for a good story, but | felt that there were 
better resolutions. The fact that Wolverine could come 
to him means that there is a way to get him food and 
supplies and they should have done that. The X-Men 
are supposed to be a force for good overall. | know 
that there are grey areas, but this issue made the X- 
Men seem very utilitarian and without compassion. 
Thanks for the ear. 
Sincerely, 
Craig Yoshihara 
Atlanta, GA 


Sorry the issue upset you as much as it did, 
Craig. All | can offer is this question: Do we know 
that Xavier sent Wolverine? 

Lastly, a topic lingering on all Ultimate X-Men 
letter column readers’ minds... 


Hi Brian, 

My boyfriend proposed to me in your last letters 
page. | should have expected something like this, but 
1 was definitely surprised. So thank you all for 
including that. And in case you're wondering, | said 
yes! 

Thanks Again, 
‘Ame and Eric 


So there you have it, the first Ultimate X-Men 
engagement. It brings a tear to my eye. Aren't they 
a lovely couple? 


Anyway, 1 need to get back to work. Hope you 
enjoyed this issue and I'll see you in thirty! 
Nick Lowe 


MUTANTS 
CONCLUSION 


